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Celebration of Life -- Bill Torrence -- Nov 5, 2004

The Celebrationof Life for Bill Torrence was held Nov 5, 20@4Arlington National Cemetary and the J W Marriottin Wagjton Here are some
pictures along with a story, completelyfrom my perspectived | apologize for having trouble with names, but thereavidre (count 'em 5) Mary
Torrencesin the room!

Thisis an awesome picture of Grandmawith 30 of her 32 grafdteln Marilynhas confirmedthat this was taken at her vieg@une 17, 1967), just
after she and Ed Woolston had left for their honeymoon Shrssing and Susie Berberichwas not yet born (1969).

| flew up Wednesdaynight from Austin, TX. On Thursday, Mond&drove casuallydown to FrederickMarylandand stayediarg mice HolidayInn
Express Little did we know that Mary's place is just 5 milesd the road!!

In route, we had a nice lunch someplacein Pennsylvaniga&llggs or some such. Nice warmsoup and sweet potato freesith cinnamoncream
sauce. Quite interesting | drove most of the way, exceptitheas rainy, foggyand construction Whichis when Mom @rdvmade up some story about
expectinga call on my cell phone, which never happened wfssbWe hungout at FrancisScott KeyMall for a while, pigkip essentialslike a
disposablecamera (ergo these pictures) and a large umiiglherwas at Pargds and was excellent

Thatnight, | wentto a nearbytheater and watchedthe BowpeBnacy(BS). | have read all three books and seen the Blulamitity (BI) movie. | was
quite put off by the Bl movie becauseit was so differentth@ntiook. In the Bl book, Marie is intelligentand strong. Ie 8I movie she is a wimp and
not likable. Etc. Note that I still liked the Bl movie, but grdfter acceptingthe fact that it was not basedon the Bl bdolwever, the BS movie had
nothing, | repeat nothing, to do with the BS book. Both wetligagnjoyable but there was almostnothing at all in comnegwbenthe two. The Harry
Potter movies were completelyfaithfulto the books, | thiaiug

Breakfastat the Holidaylnn Expresswas awesome, frestdmakeamonrolls. Mmmm. Andcereal, fruit, etc. Left earlpeghso that we could drive to
the nearestMetro stop (Shady Grove) by 8am, whichwe dich \Wées to get to Arlingtonby 9am for the 10am service. Note fterative word, "was".
Turnsout that two metrotrains had crashed(!) two daysezaiid the Red Line was reducedto one track Naturally, Mai bad no clue so we waited
and waited and waited for about an hour total. Took nearlyoam &nd a half to get from Shady Grove to Arlington So, weftrioto the Visitor Centerat
9:50am without a car. Theywere super nice to us and calleiyerdo take us over to the service. We heardthe 21 gun salubeite, but when we finally
arrived, the formalmilitary part of the servicewas virlyaler. Allthat we were able to withesswas the placemeritefashesinto a compartmenttomb.

Mike and Fronie drove us over to the Marriottfor a sumptuousbhbuffet Are you readyfor the descriptior? Ok, juicalege and some bloody marys
(no thanks) and mamosds (no thanks). Sausage bacoralsadads, chickenand pasta, potatos, etc were all set gatedh coveredtrays. Andthere
weretwo very popular stations servingfresh made-to-ayaelettesand belgianwaffled Naturally, | didn't talk toyBody and just ate for a couple hours.
While eating, tons of cool Bill memorabiliawere on displespeciallyphotos. Note that | pilfered one exceptionalbdy’cousin' photo (shownabove).

As | was finishingbrunch, Mike, Jan, Mary Kate and Corey dtop and said a few words. Mike's story was funny, and it alsegmtedanothertrip to the
omelette station The ladieswere a little teary-eyed amdydead a poem about whatmakes a Dad. Rita also stood upidradfea words. After this,
therewas plenty of reminiscingand talking about old tirdesl meeting membersof the next generation

Mom and | leftat about 2pm or so becausewe were facing ar@®@anile drive. We made it back throughthe Red Line to Shady&with only a half
hour delay. Andhere comes Metro IncidentNumberTwo. Theeantlyfree parking lot that we parked in was, alas, notditeadl. It cost $4 to leave.
Ok. However, theydo not acceptpaymentat the toll booth {ekectly do theydo, then?). One mustreparkthe car, and tieealkay back into the metro
stationto purchasea SmarTripcard. Oh joy! So Mom waiteldércar while | attemptedto purchasesuch a card. Note agawdtd "attempted'. For
some reason it costs $10 to purchasethe SmarTripcard.tBiogebout $5 for the card and $5 value on the card. Huh? OlateVier. So | pop in a $5
bill. Andanother, but Nooooo. It won't take the second $6 Aiter 10-20 attempts by me and the Metroworker, he sta#sw if anybodyelse has a $5
bill or five $1 bills. Nobodydoes. | did have $5 in change friira bloody metroticket purchase but the bloody SmarTrighire won't take my bloody
change So, my $5 is a goner. And|l don't have a SmarTripdazdntelsand printsout a little receipt that | must mail igéd a $5 refund | must point
out here that the Metroworkerswere all extremelykind argiustanding The main guy helpingme filled out the form totge refundand said he would
use his own personal SmarTripcard to get me out! He walkeealvay to the toll boothand used his card. | paid him the $4 ahextra $6 just for
being nice. What an amazinglystupid system!!!

Postscript | eventuallyreceiveda Metrocardfor $5 in thailythen a check for another$5 a few weeks later! AnybodythaMetrocard

Drive back home was no problem Since it didn't snow, Mom'tiftave to drive!
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I snuckin a couple picturesfrom Bill and Mary's 60th Annisary back on February21, 2002

60_dinner_mary_bill.jpg

Bill and Mary Torrenceat the 60th
Anniversary(2/21/2002)
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What a Buffet
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Fronieand Mike (2004)
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Me and me mum
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Craig, Jan, Bill, Mary, Mary Kate,
Mike and Corey (2002)
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Jamie, Colleenand Colleen's
boyfriend Matt
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Lauraand KristenBerberich Tim

Dertzbaugh and Sean Berberichin the
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Checkout the right thumb nail ...
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Date: 2004
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John's Dertzbaughs Mom and family
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Jan, Beanieand Cathy(2004)
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Coreys wife Mary, Jamieand | don't
know who
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Sarah(Coreys oldest) and Mary
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Stephanie_John_and_Frank JPG Stephanie_Mary_and_Carol.JPG

Stephanie John and his brother Frank Same Stephanig, anotherMary and
(2004) anotherCarol

Whole_room.JPG

Groupshotin the J W Marriott Thats
me behind the camera
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Steve_and_Casey.JPG

Caseyand boyfriendSteve

Last Updated on 12/18/2004

http://lwww.oharasteve.com/photos/year-2004/2004&ohience/index.php?Print=yes

1/6/2010 11:18:12 PM



