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Left Austinon MondayOctober 11, 2004 in the morning. Turnsout the bank was closed due to ColumbusDay. Had a little trouble getting spendingcash.
Many sites on this trip are pre-1492. Arrivedin Lima late Mondaynight (same time zone as Texas, duringour winter). Spent Tuesdaytouring Lima.

Flightfrom Houstonto Lima was luxury unbounded I got bumped to First Class! Note that First Class on internationalflights is nothing like first class on
domestic flights. The seatshave leg rests, ninety controls for the power seats, personal 5 inch television sets, etc. Servedroasted nuts, then bread and salad,
then salmon and shrimp scampi, then ice cream sundae. Andall the drinks you could handle My legs couldn’t even reach the seat in frontof me!! Peruvian
ladynext to me (old, grumpy, chubby) spoke no English at all. Saw lots of lightningout the windowsover the Pacific Ocean

Lima Airportis pretty bad. People lined up 5-10 deep looking for people coming off the planes. I had a little trouble finding my greeter; German, even with
my name on his placard A hundredpeopleaskedme if I wanteda taxiin 100 meters

It was a half hour ride from the airportto the hotel Not a very nice city in parts. 8.5 million peoplelive here (imagine Dallas, Houston and San Antonioall
in one city, then double it!). 1/3 of the whole Peruvianpopulationin one city.

Hotel room in Lima, the Faraona
Grand Hotel.

I was on the fourth floor on the
left. Picture taken from the
computer (with free internet, of

course)

What a lovely view! The other directionfrom the
window

Hotel room is quite small and clean. It'll do. No view at all, just an alley.

Haven't really talked to anybody yet, just the fellow from Enjoy Peru (named German) in the taxi. He told me about the tour group, etc. I guess there are
going to be 12 to 20 people for the Lima City tour. And who knows about Cusco. Might be different people.

Supposedlyit never rainsin Lima, just always humid. Theyget less than 1 centimetera year of measurablerain.

Woke up this morning and went downstairsfor breakfast It is a little buffet. They asked me my room number and that’s it. You better be sitting down to
hear what I ate. They had lots of fresh fruit (no way), cereal (nope) and bread with bologna. I thought I was in Germanywith brotchen und blutwurst At
least] won't starve. AndI had some bread with strawberryjam. No eggs or bacon or sausageor anything And, wait, there’s more! I didn’t want to drink
the OJ, so I dranksome tea! I figured it would be safe since it was boiled.

A liter of bottled water in the room cost 5.50 soles, whichis under$2. So I"ve been sippingthat today.

Afterbreakfast I took a stroll aroundthe hotel to get my bearings then headed over to Central Park. There is a nice, old Catholic Churchon the edge of it,
with Mass in session when I peekedinside. En Espanol, of course Becauseit is springtimehere, all the flowerswerein bloom in the park. Very nice.
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Lima's Central Park. Just a block Central Park i full bloom. It is
from the hotel. Betweenthe spring time here.
McDonalds and the Burger King.

I did a one mile or so walk to some pyramidsin downtown Lima. Theyre called Huaca Pucllana from about AD 400. It is open six days a week Guess
whichday it is closed? Yep, today :( The pyramidsfill a couplecity blocksand are about 30 feet high. Lots of renovationunder way.

The walk was interesting Every bank (lots of them) had 2-3 armed police in front with Kevlarvests on. Very few anglos I know I stick out, but I don’t
really care.

Thereare McDonalds, Burger King, Pizza Hut, and Dunkin Donuts within 400 meters of the hotel Probablymore too. I'm on my own for lunch and dinner
today. I'll probablysnack for lunch then find a steak for dinner. Lima city tour starts at 2:30.

Some kind of dingo or wild dog HuacaPucllanoagain
uardingHuacaPucllano

Hu;caiDucllano

I bought a little notebook before I found the internet computer here. It costabout 50 cents. First, I carried the item to the register She printedup a ticket.
WhichI carried to a cashier; who printed up two more tickets. One was a receipt for me and the other was a receiptto go to yet a third personwho gave me
the little notebook! You can tell that people time is worth nothing here.

I have no idea about Cusco starting manana. The city is at 11,000 feet. German told me to drink Coca Tea or chew on coca leaves. He said it is legal, not
narcotic and makes altitudesickness go away quickly, along with rest. I dunno.

So far, I've been extremelycautious with the water, and knock on wood, my stomach is fine. I wash my hands with soap and hot water and dry them
thoroughly I feel like a doctor.

Went on a Lima City Tour today. Eleven people on the bus, plus driver (crazy John) and gregariousguide (David). 3 from Argenting 1 from Uruguay 5
from Brazil 1 from Haiti and 1 from Texas. Me. El Vaquero de Tejas! The guide asked me if I was in the rodeo. Hmm No. Two people from Brazil
(mother - daughter) spoke passable English and the lady from Haiti spoke perfect English. Nobody else spoke any. And I was the only one who spoke no
Spanishat all. Well, I do, butnot enoughto bother with. So poor Davidhad to say everythingtwice, once to 10 people and once to me. So I gavehim a nice
tip at the end of the tour (20 soles, about $6).

Oh yeah, the tour. First stop was a Lover's statuelooking over the Pacific. It was cool, but not spectacular Next we drove through some nice parts of town.
Huge amounts of Europeaninfluence here. So the rich Europeansbuilt rich Europeanhouses. With steep pitched roofs for the snow and rain. Except Lima
gets zero snow and less than 1 cm of measurablerain per year. Andtons of ugly old olive trees.

Parquedel Amor, lg-éking out at See the hang glider? Parquedel Amor st-z{tue

the Pacific Ocean

We drove by tons of big governmentbuildings, all Spanish or French or Italian in style. Quite odd really. Walked around the St Martin Square where the
center of Lima (and of Peru) is. Nice. Except for all the armed soldiers I guess the President’s approvalratinghas gone way up lately. All the way to 15%
now. So, there are some unhappyPeruvians
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Plaza San Martin See the two guardsin red at the Plaza San Martin
door?

Plaza San Martin

The third and final stop was by far the coolest It was a St. Francisof Asisimonestary, called San Francisco Startedin the 1500’s and finishedin like 1724
It was awesome. Huge cathedralroom, still in use. Choir area for 120 choralists Amazinglibrary with some 20,000 books from 1500 to 1900s. Many
handprinted Many printed on lamb’s skin. Extremely fragile and off limits. Took like 150 years to build the place because so much was done by hand
Ceilingsmade of wood in intricate patterns with no nails or glue or anything Just tongue-and-groove. Millions of hand-painted tiles.

Ahbut wait, that is the bright side. Thereis also a dark side. For 300 years, all burials werein the catacombsunder the grounds We got a tour. Millions of
human bones skulls, etc. Quite macabre. These were not ritual killings or anything This is just how they buried their dead. Reminded me of the castlesin
Europe, exceptthere were no prisonersor jails here. Thereare still some 40 Franciscanfriars on the grounds in a secludedsection

AwesomeCathedral San Spookyplace. Onelady (from

Francisco Haiti) bailed out.

Bones in the Catacombs Boxes full of skulls. Anotherbox Thirty feet deep. Full of human
full of femurs bones I don't understandthe
litter ...

On the drive back, we went through La Victoria, where David (the tour guide) said I would not last three blocks No guns or knives Just brute force
assaults The bus didnt stop there.

Total tour lasted 3-4 hours. I was not boredand got a couple pictures The two Brazilians who spoke English will be on the same flight to Cusco tomorrow,
but theyare stayingat a differenthotel Maybe all elevenwill be there tomorrow; who knows

The taxi leaves here at 5:30am, so I've gotta get to bed early. I still have to pack, eat breakfast shower, eat, etc. Probablydo some of that tonight (pack and
shower).

Placeis a bit smoggy, my eyes get a little watery It’s funny that every, and I mean every, taxi that passes me on the street honks. I guess they want me to
signal them for a ride. In a mile walk, that amounts to at least 100 honks. Theyare persistent
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